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Executive Summary

retained ARCADIS to conduct the 1-285 Corridor

Project. EuQuant (formerly Boston Research Group)
was selected as a sub-contractor to ARCADIS to conduct
a market analysis of existing and projected
demographic, economic, land use, industry, and
business conditions along the 1-285 corridor. This report
summarizes the findings of that market analysis.

I n 2006, the Georgia Department of Transportation

In 2005, 130,155 persons lived in the market area
surrounding the 1-285 corridor. They represented six
percent of the combined population of Fulton County,
DeKalb County and Cobb County. However, this market
area provided jobs for 210,763 workers or 16 percent of
the combined workforce of the three counties. Eighty
three percent of these employees drove alone to work
while 11 percent carpooled and 3 percent used mass
transit. The large volume of daily travel and commercial
activity along this segment of [-285 is an indication of
the critical role it plays in the vitality and growth of
North Metro Atlanta. Therefore, it is important to
understand the corridor’s current patterns and growth
trends in land use, housing and employment. It is also
important to examine the configuration and growth of
commercial and industrial activity.

The existing conditions analysis describes the
demographic, economic, land use, industry and business
conditions along the [-285 Corridor, from the
intersection of 1-285 and [-85 North westward along I-
285 to its intersection with I-75 North. To facilitate this,
the corridor has been segmented into nodes. These
nodes are based on residential housing patterns and
business clusters. There are three major business nodes:
Node 1 is the Cobb-Galleria Business Area, Node 2 is the
Sandy Springs/Perimeter Business Area and Node 3 is
the Chamblee/Doraville Business Area. Node 4 is the

Chamblee/Doraville Residential Area, Node 5, the
Perimeter Residential Area, Node 6, the Sandy
Springs/Northside Hospital Residential Area, and Node
7, the Sandy Springs/Chattahoochee Residential Area.
The report describes the attributes and trends in each
node and compares these dynamics to other nodes
within the corridor, to nearby cities and to the county
where it is located. The report also includes forecasts of
population, employment and housing to the year 2030.

The report is organized as follows. Section | is the
executive summary. It states the purpose and
objectives of the existing conditions report and
summarizes the current and projected trends in the
corridor’s market area. Section Il provides a detailed
description of the corridor, nodes and market area.
Section Il explains the method of analysis. Section IV
Describes the data sources. Section V summarizes the
existing and projected conditions in the business nodes
while Section VI does the same for the residential
nodes. These sections describe the attributes and major
trends occurring in each of the three business nodes and
four residential nodes. For each business node the
summary describes the total number of establishments,
three largest industries by employment, major means of
transportation to work, population and population
density, median household income, median earnings,
and provides future projections of population,
employment and the number of households. For the
residential nodes the summary describes the
population, racial composition, number of single family
and multi-family housing units, median household
income, poverty rate, and level of educational
attainment. The summary also includes year 2030
projections for population, employment and the
number of households. Finally, Section VII compares
the attributes of the nodes to the attributes of nearby
cities and counties. The appendix provides fact sheets
on the counties and cities.




